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Petrograd garrison was in full swing, left-wing members of the Duma, political prisoners just released from incarceration (among them some of the labor representatives on the central war industries committee only recently arrested by Protopopov), and a motley assortment of professional men (journalists, doctors, lawyers, zemstvo employees, and so on) foregathered in the Taurida Palace and set up the provisional Executive Committee of the still non-existent Petrograd Soviet. In the evening of the same day the first plenary session of the Soviet —a large, tumultuous assembly of uncertain provenance—was held at the Taurida Palace and confirmed the Executive Committee. None of the participants in this haphazard gathering, nor indeed any one else, realized at the time that the birth of the Petrograd Soviet was to prove a turning point in the history of Russia and of the world.
Information on the mechanics of elections to the early Soviets is scarce and fragmentary. It was clearly impossible to devise an orderly and uniform electoral procedure in the hectic days of February and March, but even later, after a scheme of representation in the Soviets was officially adopted, the situation remained chaotic. On March 3 the Petrograd Soviet had 1,300 members, a week later nearly 3,000; of that number 800 represented factory workers and the balance army units. The disproportion was all the more striking because in Petrograd workers by far outnumbered soldiers. Rules approved by the Petrograd Soviet on March 18 provided for one deputy for each 2,000 of either workers or soldiers, a measure designed to reduce the assembly to a manageable size and to restore the balance between the two elements represented in the Soviets, but these regulations were honored more in the breach than in the observance. Trotsky, the proud father of the 1905 Soviet, notes that in 1917 the Soviets in Petrograd and elsewhere comprised "numerous casual intruders, adventurers, impostors, and talkers used to the tribune/' who represented "various problematic groups and, as often as not, but their own ambitions/7 The Taurida Palace was unable to accommodate the huge assembly, and the plenary sessions of the Soviet were transferred, first, to the Mikhailovsky Theater (formerly the home of the Italian Opera and of a French dramatic company) and, later, to the Naval Academy. The membership of the Soviet was highly fluid, its jurisdiction was undefined, it had no fixed rules of procedure, and the bulk of its members were possessed with an irresistible desire to talk; the usefulness of the Soviet as an effective organ of admimstatioEi and con-

